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		GNS Statement on the Death of George Floyd and Madison Protests

We, the department of German, Nordic, and Slavic, join our voices to those of UW-Madison leaders, including Chancellor Blank and Deputy Vice Chancellor Sims, in condemning the violent deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade, Sean Reed, and countless others at the hands of the police. We further condemn law enforcement’s escalation of violence at justified protests and the suppression of freedom to congregate peacefully nationally and here in Madison. We deplore violence in any form, physical, emotional, or systemic.

To our Black and Brown colleagues, students, friends, and family: we see your grief and acknowledge your righteous anger. Black Lives Matter! BIPOC matter!

We recognize that this most recent violence against Black people occurs both in the context of centuries of anti-Black racism in the United States and the more recent context of a pandemic that continues to kill disproportionate numbers of Black and Latinx people in Wisconsin and in the US and has created a shadow pandemic of racism and xenophobia against Asians and Asian-Americans.

In these trying times, we reaffirm our commitment to our departmental Statement on Diversity: “we strive to create inclusive excellence by valuing the contributions of people of diverse backgrounds based on their race, ethnicity, culture, veteran status, marital status, socio-economic level, national origin, religious belief, ability, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, and class.” As we note there, this is an ongoing task for all of us, and today we also acknowledge how far we have to go in unlearning our socialization into systems of injustice. We recognize that there is no aspect of American life that is not impacted by white supremacy, from our city to our university to our department to ourselves, and we commit to the work of creating institutions where all identities can thrive and are guaranteed to claim their rightfully deserved space at the table.

As noted by Patrick Sims, Deputy Vice Chancellor for Diversity and Inclusion, in his statement “When will we get it?”: “Without people of every race, creed, age and station in life who believe in doing the right thing from the heart, soul, mind and purse – yes, purse – the simultaneous systemic and behavioral work needed to dismantle institutional injustice and reverse its impact will not occur.”
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                Folklore


                GNS is proud to welcome our newest program to the department, Folklore!
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GNS Welcomes our newest colleagues!


  
    
      
        Liina-Ly Roos, Assistant Professor
Liina-Ly Roos received her PhD from the University of Washington. She specializes in twentieth to twenty-first century Nordic and Baltic culture with a specific focus on post-WWII and contemporary film, TV, and literature.
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        Benjamin Mier-Cruz, Assistant Professor
Benjamin received a PhD from the University of California, Berkeley. His research interests are modern Scandinavian literature and film with a focus on writers and filmmakers of color and intersectional representations of gender, sexuality, and race.
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        Krzysztof Borowski, Slavic Lecturer
Krzysztof received his Ph.D. from the University of Kansas. He specializes in Polish language instruction, Slavic sociolinguistics, and issues of identity in contemporary Poland.
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        Melissa Sheedy, German Lecturer
Melissa received her Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin–Madison. In and outside of the classroom, she is always ready to talk about Romanticism, fairytales, GDR and post-GDR literature, feminist ecocriticism, and her cats.

    	
          
            Melissa Sheedy's Profile 
      





              
          

  

  The Department of German, Nordic, and Slavic+ Statement on Diversity

  The Department of German, Nordic, and Slavic+ strives to create inclusive excellence by valuing the contributions of people of diverse backgrounds based on their race, ethnicity, culture, veteran status, marital status, socio-economic level, national origin, religious belief, ability, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, and class.

This is an ongoing task that requires each of us to unlearn our socialization in cultures where privilege and opportunity are unequally distributed along many of those lines and then to put that learning into practice in our classrooms, syllabi, decision-making structures, and research.
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